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Spending on power lines nationwide has shifted to lower-voltage and local projects, 
which are built with less oversight from regulators and often deliver less value to 
ratepayers — representing roughly 90% of all recent transmission spending.

causing New Yorkers 
to pay more on their 
energy bills

and remain exposed 
to volatile fuel costs.

Getting more 
renewables online  
would save New 
York millions.

New York’s economy is growing,  
and so are its energy needs.

In 2025, large projects 
requiring a lot of electricity 
represented more than  
4,000 megawatts (MW) of 
new demand, a 4x increase 
from 2022. As demand for 
electricity balloons, insufficient 
supply drives up costs. 

New York is hungry 
for energy and isn’t 
bringing renewables 
online fast enough

With 53% of electricity 
consumption coming from 
natural gas, New York 
consumers are subject to 
swings in natural gas prices, 
which are projected to more 
than double from 2024-2027.Nuclear 
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Ratepayer savings projected in one cold  
winter month from offshore wind additions
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https://rmi.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2024/11/rmi_mind_the_regulatory_gap.pdf
https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/steo/archives/jan25.pdf
https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/steo/archives/jan26.pdf
https://www.eia.gov/beta/states/states/ny/overview
nts-billing/your-bill/how-to-read-your-bill

https://auroraer.com/resources/aurora-insights/market-reports/meeting-new-yorks-energy-needs-reliability-offshore-wind

https://www.nyiso.com/documents/20142/2223020/2025-Power-Trends.pdf

https://www.nyiso.com/documents/20142/2223020/2025-Power-Trends.pdf

https://cdnc-dcxprod2-sitecore.azureedge.net/-/media/files/coned/documents/rates/electric/average-monthly-electric-bills.pdf?rev=5994c53353064d3e990fb8a8f7a4be09
https://cdnc-dcxprod2-sitecore.azureedge.net/-/media/files/coned/documents/rates/electric/average-monthly-electric-bills.pdf?rev=5994c53353064d3e990fb8a8f7a4be09


   New York City represents nearly 1/3  
of the state’s total electricity demand. 

The NYISO has flagged a risk of electricity 
shortages there as early as Summer 2026 
for 3 key reasons:

Grid operators project future electricity 
demand and identify the sources of 
generation expected to meet that 
demand. The 2025 Draft NY State 
Energy Plan expects electricity demand 
to grow by 20% through 2040.

New York’s busy harbor is home to a 
crowded environment of shipping lanes, 
communications cables, and protected 
areas, prompting the need to streamline 
cables for delivering offshore wind 
energy to New York City.

The NYISO identified a set of 
transmission solutions that will reduce 
the cost and impact of integrating 4,770 
MW of future offshore wind in its NYC 
PPTN solicitation.

New York City Public 

Policy Transmission 

Need (PPTN) 

   The NY PSC should expediently re-issue the 
NYC PPTN solicitation, in collaboration with 
NYSERDA and NYISO, to unlock the benefits 
that offshore wind can 
bring to all  
New Yorkers.

Despite these clear needs, the  
NY Public Service Commission  
(NY PSC) chose to cancel the NYC 
PPTN solicitation process.

Further delay in making transmission 
investments for offshore wind will 
only add cost and risk. 

Transmission projects often take 
over a decade to build. New York’s 
grid operator NYISO plans for future 
energy needs under the PPTN 
process.

Limitations on how much energy can 
be delivered from upstate through 
congested transmission lines

Retirement of expensive peaker plants

Increased electricity  
demand
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https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Large-Scale-Renewables/Tier-Four
https://www.nyiso.com/documents/20142/39103148/2025-Q3-STAR-Report-Final.pdf/
https://energyplan.ny.gov/-/media/Project/EnergyPlan/files/Draft-2025-Energy-Plan/Topic-Area-Chapters/Draft-New-York-State-Energy-Plan-01-Electricity.pdf
https://energyplan.ny.gov/-/media/Project/EnergyPlan/files/Draft-2025-Energy-Plan/Topic-Area-Chapters/Draft-New-York-State-Energy-Plan-01-Electricity.pdf
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/About/Publications/Energy-Analysis-Reports-and-Studies/Electric-Power-Transmission-and-Distribution-Reports/Electric-Power-Transmission-and-Distribution-Reports---Archive/New-York-Power-Grid-Study
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/About/Publications/Energy-Analysis-Reports-and-Studies/Electric-Power-Transmission-and-Distribution-Reports/Electric-Power-Transmission-and-Distribution-Reports---Archive/New-York-Power-Grid-Study
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7b00451998-0000-C536-B122-9A924A73F2F6%7d
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7b00451998-0000-C536-B122-9A924A73F2F6%7d
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7b00451998-0000-C536-B122-9A924A73F2F6%7d
https://documents.dps.ny.gov/public/Common/ViewDoc.aspx?DocRefId=%7b00451998-0000-C536-B122-9A924A73F2F6%7d
https://www.nyiso.com/-/how-historic-transmission-projects-bridged-an-upstate-downstate-clean-energy-divide

